YEARS AFTER THE ASSASSINATION 


Miniseries goes back to Kennedy’s roots 


■ 

Still a memorable date 

The Kennedys of Massachusetts will air In February. 
On Nov. 22 — the 25th anniversary of the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy — the six^iour miniseries will 
be in post-production, but the ramifications of the day will 
be on the minds of cast and crew. 

Annette OToole, who pla>'s Rose Kennedy, says like 
“most people, that date In lfi63 has a red circle around ii“ 
O’Toole was in Roman Catholic grammar school In Hous- 
ton, “and when It Was announced we were sent to Mass,” 

“I, like every American, sat glued to the TV se(.“ says 
executive producer Sue Pollock, then a young mother. 

It Is that interaction with TV ihnt Pollock believes will 
always link JFK and the Kennedy family with people. “We 
feel that family belong to us because of TV. TV took us 
Into the most personal odyssey of grief. “ 


By Brian Donlon 
USA TODAY 

POCASSET, Mass. - Here. 
20-odd miles from the famed 
Kennedy compound in Hyan- 
nis, another dazzling colonial 
home faces the ocean. If it 
weren't for all the trucks, trails 
ers, people and commotion, 
one could mistake, this home 
for the famous family's estate. 

Breaking all the seaside se- 
renity: filming for The Kenne' 
dys of Massachusetts, a six- 
hour ABC miniseries sched- 
uled for February 1989. Based 
on Doris Kearns Goodwin’s 
1987 book, The Fitzgeralds and 
the Kennedys, the project Is 
not just another Kennedy mini, 
promise the producers. (There 
have been at least five al- 
ready,) 

“They are the closest thing 
to royalty we have in the coun- 
ty.” says Sue Pollock, execu- 
tive producer of the mini. 

The focus here will be on the 
clan’s matriarch, Rose Rizger- 
ald, her husband. Joseph, their 
courtship, relationship and Ihe 
birth and death of their chil- 
dren. 



By Henry HlUfard 


WEBER: The JFK look-alike 
was 2 when Kennedy died. 

Though the mini covers Jo- 
seph Sr.'s reputed manipula- 
tion of the stock market and af- 
fair with actress Gloria Swan- 


son, Pollock predicts some will 
call this story “a whitewash.” 
The script doesn’t Ignore 
scandal, but It doesn't dwell on 
It either. Pollock says this Is 
“lasplrational,” and the trage- 
dies the family endured are 
not lost on the cast 
Annette OToole, who plays 
Rose, says she “always felt sor- 
ry for the matriarch because of 
the children she lost and lost so 
violently.” 


The most famous of Rose’s 
lost children, the USA’s 35th 
president, John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy, is played by Steve 
Weber. 

While not Identical, there 1$ 
a resemblence. And it’s almost 
all natural. 

He’s visited the Kennedy li- 
brary in Boston three times to 
study JFK’s youth. In the 
course of his research, the 27- 
year-old actor — who was 2 


when JFK was killed — says 
he discovered that Kennedy 
“was not just a ’60s pop figure,” 
the perhaps all too common 
concept held by his generation. 

The Fitzgeralds and the 
Kennedys cohcludes at JFK’s 
inauguration, excluding seamy 
tales that have grubbed head- 
lines regarding his presidency. 

“I didn’t want to do any of 
that,” Weber says. “Despite all 
the trash that has edme out, the 
things he stood for. that he said 
and did were Incredible.” 

The Kennedy family mys- 
tique has fhikrinated people for 
the better part of three de- 
cades. “It's like stepping Into 
history,” O’Toole says. 

But the life of JFK has con- 
sistently captured the imagina- 
tions of authors and producers. 

“This celebrates the life of 
Jack Kennedy because it ex- 
amines the roots of his family 
and helps us understand the 
man.” Pollock says. 

As to why the fascination has 
continued 25 years after JFK’s 
death, Pollock says, “Maybe 
his death is why he’s become a 
myth. People can manufacture 
all the endings they want.” 



